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Juanita S. Dilley 

Clover J..ick. VI. Va 

Chap ter 6 ttellglon 

KERR l1EI.iORIAL CHVRCH-- MOYh"'R 

The ~Grr Memorial churoh at boyer waB nomed f or Lelut. 

rtobert D. Kerr. a Bon of James Karr, who graduated with diet 

inction from fleet .Paint in lege and t-IlI.B assigned to the 

engineer branch o~ the serTioe. he wae ordered to the .Phil

ippines during the Spanish Amorlcelfl war, but died on boe.rd a 

troop ship in July and wos bur ied in the .Paoific Ocean. 

An engrs ved me tal pIa te on the pulpi t beflrs these words , 

"In memory of Leiut. nObert DaVid ~err 

In the service of the United States, died 

at sea on board the Indiana between nonolulu 

and Man ila on July 21. 1898. Age 22 years . 

Aeleep beneaththe blue ~aoifio W&Tee, 

Wbere deep the ocean keeps her mnny gra'Vee. 

uOdB loving eyes have marked ·and kept the spot, 

'l'be honored name that knew not stain or blot 

Ie written high on Bcrolla of deathless feme , 

But eafer Btill our iatber keeps hiB nat'le .... 

:.L'he ds'd wes made October 2 , 1906 by LI. ~. !Soot. of the 

Bock Lumber ~o. of Penney1Tunia to James D. Kerr, L. M. 

Collins, Uria h HeTener,Jr" 6. li . ~rviD , M. C. Arbogast, 

Z, J. l~ottinghem , P. W. Yeager and ired 5. Boot, trusteee of 

the Kerr Memorial ohurch of boyer. 

1'he church lVas completed and dedlcatod durin!, tho yur 1902. 

".uch of tho 1umbor for tho ohuroh Bnd tho 8U t ... na gl yon 1>1 

Uorgon Collins. Kennol Hoxrodo and ~orgo Mauz, woro tho 

~ .... , '·~"'·"' t 



carp en ters . 

i'his oh ur oh wae locke d at one time to ber tho Church of 

liod people and for a tew yeare it "/68 not ueed Ily enyone . 

Durin g this t ime no rope.irl11g "'se done on the church a~ d it 

deprec1ated very much. 1n 1939 the people of the communi ty 

dec1ded to hn"e Cap, Andy and Flip , well known radio artists • 
to g ive an entertainment at tho church to see if th~y could 

raise some mone y t o repair the chur !Jh. 'l'he:y \,/ore very 6uce seful 

so the y decided to go shead ' and oolle ct or donnte enough to 

do al l of the much needed r epair work. A ne1\' roof was put on, 

broken windows replaced, repainted on the outside, underpinned, 

f l oor Oiled, new carpets put dOwn, etc •• until now it 1s in 

very good condi t i on. ]joney donations 'fQ"ard thie r epair 'W ork 

were also made by Mre. Harry VanOsdale , hlrB. Zack Not tingham, 

lArs. Will is \1ilmoth snd tIre . Vesta !fottinghnn , sisters of 

Hobert D. Keltr. 

~~e Methodist preach in the church one ~unday per month, 

and th e Brethern preach in it two Sundays each month, though 

each g o to the others services and they all work tOS6 ther 

in the Sundey schoo l and young peoples meetings . 

tlecords show a ILe thodist membership of 32 for 1940. ·i'he 

Brethern membership is 92. 

1be present trustees are Daniel n jder, ~len Tracy, 

Jiussel l liabert, 

jibe present Ste\1C6rde are Huesell liebert , GlenJ.T8cy 

8hd Clay .Lambert. 

The .3unday scho ol Supt. 1s Aea I\ilfong. and the teachers 

are .unni e 1 Ryder . ueorge Cromer , ",len 'irac;" lire . ",len .raoy, 

and ~'belma Pugh. 
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Thsy DOW ha ~e a g OOd $unduy Bchool nnd n well 8tten~ed 

~oung ~. oples Uoetlng e very ~und8y night . 

All mon ey colle c ted 1 s div i de d ha l ! und holt between the 

denomi na tions. 

1 was up to Durbin to Bee Rev. I . J . Garber, the Hrethern 

mini ster, a Dd he sAid their member s hip of 92 at Hoyer 11Ted 

not only i n t he villag e but in the surr ounding c01ll1tryslde 

a s f a r south as Arbovale a nd ~lllde .1:1111. 'l'belr 'l'l"ork in this 

community . he Sl.:-ys . began dt i5rush Run. That for many years 

they us e d the brush rtun church. but the Church of uod pe ople 

did n :)t coopers te aod they then came down to the Hoye r church 

and hla e us ed it siEee t hat time. 
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